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out the tusks, then, from its mouth, blood, like a river, flowed
forth. On the death of the elephant, the driver came defiantly;
the Lord quickly slew him also, [and] threw [him] under the feet
of the elephant ; and laughing away, both the brothers, disguised
as jugglers, each with a tusk of the elephant in [his] hand, went
[and] stood within the arena. Then each of those who saw- the
beloved of Nand perceived him according to his own individual
nature ; the wrestlers esteemed [him] a wrestler, the kings
thought [him] a king, the gods understood [him as] their Lord,
the cow-lads [as] a friend, Nand [and] Upanand supposed [him]
a boy, and the young women of the city [thought him] the
treasury of beauty ; and Kans and the rest of the Rakshasas
looked [upon him] as Death. Maharaj ! on looking at them,
Kans, being greatly afraid, cried out, u O wrestlers, seize [and]
kill them, or drive [them] from before me."

As these words issued from the mouth of Kans all the wrestlers,
taking with [them] teachers, sons, [and] pupils, disguised in
various ways, striking their arms [defiantly], for the purpose of
joining [in battle], came round S'ri Krishna [and] Balaram, on
all sides. As they came on, these [brothers] also, gathering
strength, stood [to receive them]. Then from among them
Chanur, looking towards them, impertinently said, " Listen ! to-
day our king is somewhat dejected, therefore, to divert [his]
spirits, [he] wishes to see your fighting ; for you, having rusti-
cated in a forest, have acquired all knowledge ; but do not be
anxious in [your] mind about anything ; wrestle with us [and]
give pleasure to your king."

S'ri Krishna said, u The King's Majesty, with great kindness,
has invited us to-day ; what shall we do to effect his purpose ?
You are exceedingly strong [and] accomplished ; we [are]
ignorant boys ; how shall we join hands [in wrestling] with you ?
It is said [that] marriage, enmity, and friendship, should be made
with equals. But we have no power over the King's Majesty ;
therefore we agree to what you say. Spare us ; do not exert
strength [and] fling us down. It is fitting to both of us [that]
that should be done in which duty resides, and unitedly [we]
should give pleasure to our King."

Hearing [this], Chanur, being fearful, says, "Your conduct is
incomprehensible ;

You two [are] not mortal children ; [you] are some dissem-
bling strong ones.

Playing [with] the bow [you] broke [it] in two pieces ;
Kubaliya was instantly killed [and] crossed [the ocean of
existence] ;

[Who] fights with you, experiences no loss ;1 everyone
knows these things."                              *

1 Meaning that, if killed, he obtains salvation by Krishna, as the elephant
mentioned in the preceding line.